Yellow Flower Paradise, Yellow Flowers Covering the Tree Canopy

Volume 10 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala), October 2025



Introduction to Masses of Yellow
Flowers of Tabebuia donnell-smithii §

Local name in Guatemala is Palo Blanco, due to
the color of its trunk. | would prefer to rename it
“Yellow Flower Paradise” or “Yellow Flower Sky”
or “Yellow Flower Umbrella” or “Yellow Trumpet
Flower.” That’s because | am not interested in
commercial lumber (for which the tree is

important). | prefer to study ethnobotany, ) \ LY .
botany and ecology—what each area of D AN ;3\,\ "‘E} L
Guatemala looks like, especially when lots of IV S\ TR
local native plants are in full bloom and in full % /{!fﬁj '
color. ERR

»

Genus Tabebuia is in plant family
BIGNONIACEAE. Bignonia Family. Standley,
Williams and Gibson (1974: 218-220) show
Tabebuia donnell-smithii as a synonym of
Roseodendron donnell-smithii and do not list
either for Peten or anywhere nearby. But for
Peten they list Tabebuia rosea (ibid.: 225-226).
But Tabebuia rosea has millions of rose-red
colored flowers, so definitely not the yellow-
flowered tree we found in PNYNN.

So, does all this mean that the FLAAR and
FLAAR Mesoamericateam has documented
more Tabebuia donnell-smithii for Peten than
any previous botanical project?
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When you are hiking along trails in S | ‘% N
OB

Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and oL s SN @@\‘:‘@m‘f
Naranjo, you see the blue sky covered 7 ' %
with masses of yellow flowers.

Balick, Nee and Atha (2000) do not list
either Tabebuia donnell-smithii or
Roseodendron donnell-smithii. But they
do list dozens of other plants with the
species name donnell-smithii. But
since we have found so many Tabebuia
donnell-smithii in Peten, surely, they are
present in adjacent Belize.
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So far we have not yet found either
plant name listed for Peten, but surely
other botanists have noticed in in this
large area. But in the meantime, the
team of FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR
Mesoamerica (Guatemala) has
documented this tree during our 2018-
2019 project with the IDAEH co-
administrator of PNYNN and we hope to
find more during our projectin the
same areas for CONAP.



But actually, when you are deep into the rain forest, you
first notice the yellow trumpet-shaped flowers on the
ground.

While hiking through the forests you need to keep your
eyes focused on the ground so that you don’t trip over
stubs of plants that were cut with a machete to create the
trail. If you hike through the forests looking UP at the
treetops you will trip and fall, especially because lots of
thin, narrow vines wander across the trails. The front of
your shoe goes under the vine but your ankle catches on
the vine and you fall flat-on-the-ground.
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But with an extreme telephoto
lens you can see the clumps of
yellow flowers more easily.

All these photos are east of the
savanna bajo in the Nakum
sector of the PNYNN. But we
estimate that there are lots of
these Tabebuia donnell-smithii
trees elsewhere in this park and
other areas of the Reserva de la
Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten.
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Trumpet-shaped when blooming, but then
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by yourselves, unless you want to make the

at eye level. During our research field trips we hike all morningto see how
far we can reach, then after lunch from our backpacks, we turn around and
return to the base camp (if possible on a different trail than we used in the
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So, if you are visiting PNYNN during early May,
look for the yellow flowers on the ground, then

look up into the tree tops to see where they have
fallen from.
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Nombre cientifico y notas taxondmicas Tabebuia donnell-smithii Rose

SINONIMOS: Cybistax donnell-smithii (Rose) Seibert, Cybistax millsii
Miranda, Roseodendron donnell-smithii (Rose) Miranda, Roseodendron
millsii (Miranda) Miranda, Tabebuia millsii (Miranda) A.H. Gentry.

NOTA. La jerarquia anterior se basa en Tropicos.org. Sin embargo, para ITIS-
World Plants , el nombre actualmente valido es Roseodendron donnell-
smithii (Rose) Miranda, y Tabebuia donnell-smithii Rose un sindnimo. (INAB
2017:1).

Curiously, there isnot one Genus or name Roseodendron in Checklist of the
Vascular Plants of Belize. Surely this tree grows wild in Belize, since we have
found it across the border in Peten. Balick, Nee and Atha have three species
of Genus Tabebuia for Belize but no Tabebuia donnell-smithii.

Portal de Biodiversidad de Guatemala lists Tabebuia rosea for: Alta Verapaz,
Baja Verapaz, Chimultenango, Chiquimula, EL Quiche, Escuintla, Guatemala,
Huehuetenango, Izabal, Jutiapa, Peten, San Marcos, Santa Rosa, Solola,
Suchitepéquez, Zacapa.

For Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Tabebuia rosea is listed for PNLT,
Uaxactun, and frequently for other areas of Peten. Curiously NO other
species of genus Tabebuia is shown on that database. Yet Tabebuia
chrysantha and Tabebuia guayacan are listed for Belize.
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million acres of the RBM.

FLAAR is a non-profit research institute, tax exempt in USA.
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Go to the Mundo Maya airport in Santa Elena and then you will find a services of tourist vehicles to go to the archaeological site. If you want to go by car

from Guatemala City, take the following route: Rio Dulce - Poptin-Flores. At the junction further on you will find on the left the route to Tikal. Go straight

on to the right towards Yaxha (towards Melchor de Mencos). In km. 521 at the village La Maquina, turn left to the site.Ecolodge El Sombrero is 50 meters
before the entrance to National Park Yaxha - Nakum - Naranjo.



The following four pages Show the Front Covers of the first fifteen FLAAR Reports
on Flowers of PNYNN worth Seeing and Learning About

The front covers are notyet hot links because we are still finishing these reports. But by end of October 2025, all fifteen will be on-line on www.Maya-
ethnobotany.org and on other of our web sites.

We are also preparing FLAAR Reports on orchids and bromeliads of PNYNN.
FLAAR Reports on "How to Recognize which Tree Genus and Species by the Pattern, Color, or other Features of the Bark on their Trunk”
FLAAR Reports on edible insects of PNYNN. There are over 500 edible insects across Mexico, so we are looking for samples at PNYNN.

FLAAR Reports on waterbirds of PNYNN, published as part of a project of coordination and cooperation with FUNDAECO.
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Bright Orange Flowers of Cordia dodecandra, Nakum Area of PNYNN, Peten,
Guatemala

Volume 1 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala)
October 2025

Masses of Yellow Flowers, Genus Combretum, along road between Yaxha
and Nakum, PNYNN

0

Volume 3 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Text and Photographs: Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoomerica (Guotemala)
October 2025

4-Petalled Flowers of River Banks, Lake Shores, and Seasonally inundated Savannas
Ludwigia octovalvis

™ T

Volume 2 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Flowers and bizarre Bracts of Calathea lutea,
relative of Heliconia and of Banana
Naranjo-Sa'al and Savanna of 3 Fern Species
areas of Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and
Naranjo (PNYNN)

Fresh Green Leaves of Calathea lutea
are a great Alternative to Plastic

Volume 4 for Series:

Flowers worth experiencing at Parque
Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo,
PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten,
Guatemala

Nicholas Helimuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA)
and FLAAR Mescamerica (Guatemala),
October 2025




Piscidia piscipula, Jabin, Dogwood, with Hummingbird Pollinator
Costus pictus, Medicinal Flowers, Yaxha and Nakum areas of Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo
Yaxha and Naranjo-Sa’al Areas of PNYNN ! e _a

Volume 5 for Series:

Flowers worth experiencing at Parque
Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo,
PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM,
Peten, Guatemala

Volume 6 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala), October 2025

Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports,
FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica
(Guatemala), October 2025

A beautiful Red Flower, a Hibiscus Relative, but the Petals and Sepals never open

Photogenic wild Morning Glory Flowers of Nakum and Yaxha areas of PNYNN
Malvaviscus arboreus, Sleeping Hibiscus

Volume 7 for Series: Volume 8 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala), October 2025 Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala), October 2025



Yellow Flower Paradise, Yellow Flowers Covering the Tree Canopy
Nakum, East of Savanna Bajo, PNYNN

Photogenic Brlght Yellow Morning Glory Flowers of Genus Merremla

Volume 9 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Volume 10 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala), October 2025 Nicholas Hellmuth. FLAAR Reports. FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala). October 2025

Yellow Flowers & Fruits of Wild Undomesticated Squash Vines,
Cucurbita lundelliana
Along the Shores of Lakes and Rivers in Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo

Orange Masses of Flowers of Parasitic Vine (but does not kill the host)
Genus Psnttoconthus Yoxho Blom Socbe and adjacent Grupo Maler

Volume 11 for Series:

Flowers worth experiencing at
Parque Nacional Yaxha,
Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN
Reserva de la Biosfera Maya,
RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Volume 12 for Series:
Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN

Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Text and Photographs: Nicholas Hellmuth
FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesocamerica (Guatemala)
October 2025

Nicholas Helimuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mescamerica (Guatemaila)
October 2025



Gorgeous Yellow Masses of Flowers of »

Yellow-Orange Flowers of Trees of the Caesalpinia species,

Fabaceae family Haematoxylum campechianum
Bajo La Justa, between Yaxha and Nakum, PNYNN at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo

v N AaS

Volume 14 for Series:

Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha,
Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN

Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala

Nicholas Hellmuth

FLAAR Reports,

Volume 13 for Seripa: FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala)

Flowers worth experiencing at Parque Nacional Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo, PNYNN

Reserva de la Biosfera Maya, RBM, Peten, Guatemala
October 2025

Nicholas Hellmuth, FLAAR Reports, FLAAR (USA) and FLAAR Mesoamerica (Guatemala), October 2025

Flowers of
Orchids on Trees

surrounding the Maya Ruins
of Yaxha, PNYNN

Vol 15 for Series:

Flowers worth experiencing :s.
at Parque Nacional b
Yaxha, Nakum and Naranjo
(PNYNN)

Reserva de la Biosfera Maya | -
RBM Il .
Peten, Guatemala s :

Nicholas Hellmuth ) | , . By MESOAM ERlCA

October 2025
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