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Introduction to Honey Wasp Nests and other Wasp Nests found and photographed on March 6, 2025

After many weeks of library research to learn how many different wasp genera and species make edible honey, we organized a 
team to see how many honey wasp nests they could find in the area where our Maya-speaking staff live. Several of our employees 
are from Senahu, a vΩŜǉŎƘƛΩ aŀȅŀ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ !ƭǘŀ ±ŜǊŀǇŀȊΣ DǳŀǘŜƳŀƭŀΦ

{ƛƴŎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǊƻŀŘǎέ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ Tuk Tuk to get to various areas. One of our team, Franklin Xol, is a 
professional Tuk Tuk driver before he came to work in the FLAAR Mesoamerica office in Guatemala City, with his wife, Senaida Ba, 
who has worked with FLAAR for over a decade.

The team also included Byron Pacay. We provided him a Google Pixel 8 Pro camera and Franklin used his own cell photo for his 
camera. Once they came back with hundreds of photos of dozens of wasp nests, we prepared a second field trip with our 4x4 VW 
Amarok double-cabin pickup truck to bring drone pilot/Lead Photographer Javier Archila and Nicholas Hellmuth to accomplish 
additional photography. What we found on the second field trip we are publishing in separate FLAAR Reports. The present photo 
album is to show what the reconnaissance team found on March 6th, one of the four days of finding and photographing wasp 
nests in different areas near and around Senahu.

At the end of the present report we show a map that identifies where each nest was found and at what time of morning or 
afternoon of March 6, 2025.



Road from Senahu to 
Teleman, 10:22am, 
photo by Franklin Xol.

This is another 
example of a wasp 
nest hanging from 
twigs rather than 
from branches. We 
have also found wasp 
nests wrapped 
around vines, and 
others pegged to 
walls of a building.

Fig. 1.



Road from Senahu to 
Teleman, 10:27am, 
photo by Franklin Xol.

Throughout Alta 
Verapaz, lots of trees 
have hundreds of 
bromeliads and orchids 
growing on their trunks 
and limbs.

The wasp nest is in the 
middle.

Fig. 2.



Road from Senahu to 
Teleman, 10:31am, 
photo by Franklin Xol.

A completely different genus and species of 
wasp. This size and shape of wasp nest is 
very common in Guatemala and elsewhere.

Fig. 3.



This is 
one of the 
widest 
wasp 
nests that 
I have yet 
seen from 
our field 
work.

10:41am, 
photo by 
Franklin 
Xol.

Fig. 4.



Similar 
columnar 
shaped 
nest we 
have 
found and 
photo-
graphed 
in several 
locations 
on 
different 
field trips.

10:47am,
Franklin 
Xol.

Fig. 5.



I estimate this is a 
wasp nest hanging 
from a twig of a 
bull horn Acacia 
(now has different 
genus name). We 
have a separate 
FLAAR Reports on 
other wasp nests in 
Guatemala on 
various species of 
bull horn Acacia.

10:51am, photo by 
Franklin Xol.

Fig. 6.



ά¢ǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ-ǎƘŀǇŜŘέ ǿŀǎǇ ƴŜǎǘǎ 
with a flat bottom our team has 
photographed in several other 
locations, in several other FLAAR 
Reports.

11:10am, March 6, 
photo by Franklin Xol.

Fig. 7.



11:20am, from Senahu towards Teleman, photo by Byron Pacay.

Fig. 8.



Two different 
wasp nests were 
attached to vines 
or roots on the 
front of a steep 
cliff near highway 
from Teleman to 
Senahu, Alta 
Verapaz, 
Guatemala. 
March 6, 2025, 
11:22am at left, 
11:20am at right.

The entrance hole 
is on the side but 
adjacent to the 
bottom.

Photos by Byron 
Pacay, FLAAR 
Mesoamerica.

Fig. 9, a and b.



Slightly closer view of this 
small wasp nest under 
construction. There are 
only two or three wasps 
available.

11:31am, Franklin Xol.

Fig. 10.



Cropped by Hellmuth from 
photo by Xol, so you can see 
that there are two or three 
very large wasps at work 
building this nest.

Fig. 11.



The flat round 
bottom of a large 
wasp nest is at 
the top center. 
But this photo is 
to show the 
beginning of 
another nest 
below (in the 
middle of this 
photo).

There was no safe 
way to climb up 
this cliff to see 
whether the small 
nest was pegged 
to the stone or 
was hanging from 
a thin twig of the 
bush. 11:30am, 
photo by Franklin 
Xol.

Fig. 12.



11:33am, photo by Franklin Xol showing Byron 
Pacay taking photos with the Google Pixel 8 
Pro of FLAAR Mesoamerica.

Fig. 13.



Road from Senahu to Teleman, 
11:24am, photo by Franklin Xol.

Fig. 14.


