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On March 4, March 5 and March 6, 2025 the team of 
Byron, Franklin, Senaida and their helpful local 
vΩŜǉŎƘƛΩ aŀȅŀ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻƴŜȅ 
wasps that both Norma Cho and Nicholas Hellmuth 
have each independently identified as Polybia plebeja 
όǎŜŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ IŜƭƭƳǳǘƘΩǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴύΦ

On March 4th the team had found my favorite golden 
wasps, Polybia emaciata. Their nest is made of mud, 
ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άǇŀǇŜǊ ǿŀǎǇǎέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 
FLAAR Reports. There are conflicting statements as to 
whether or not this species of Polybia made honey, 
but in the meantime I have named it the Guatemalan 
Honey Wasp (in case we can find honey in their nests).

During these same days of March 2025, a lot more 
wasp nests were found, but often not close enough to 
document the coloration of individual wasps. Some 
may be Polybia plebeja but others may be a different 
species. March 5 and 6 are separate FLAAR Reports.

Introduction to the Honey Wasp Nests of Las Delicias, 
Municipio de Senahu, Departamento de Alta Verapaz, Guatemala
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The first wasp nest we found was at 
about 10:30am. These wasps are so 
different that we devote a special 
separate FLAAR Reports to them.

So the present FLAAR Reports starts 
with the Polybia plebeja that are listed 
on the map as 11:00am.

Raxtul, 11:08am, Franklin Xol.

On our subsequent field trip a few 
weeks later, we visited San Jose Se 
Raxtul and photographed Panal 13a 
and Panal 13b, but both of these were 
different nests than we photographed 
on March 4th.

Fig. 2.



10:58am, 
photo by Franklin Xol.

Fig. 3.



Fig. 4.



10:56am, March 4, 2025 (on 
the map as 11:00am). The 
maps are at the end of the 
FLAAR Reports.

Fig. 5.



10:58am, Raxtul, photo by Franklin Xol.

On the next page you can see the wasps more clearly.

Fig. 6.
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Fig. 9.



10:58am, Raxtul, photo by Franklin Xol.

Fig. 10.

This photo shows the pattern of the surface of the 
finished bottom of this wasp nest.

When wasps are hiking around the outside, they 
generally have their wings open diagonally.



10:58am, photo by Franklin Xol.

Fig. 11.

Wasps are completely crowded together at the upper 
middle.

The entry-exit opening is at the lower rightτon the 
side, not on the bottom. And there is no tubeτsimply 
an open area.



Fig. 12.



Fig. 13.

Byron is 
taking photos 
of this wasp 
nest. He is 
very close, 
but since 
these are 
honey wasps, 
they do not 
(normally) 
attack.



10:56am, 
March 4, 2025.

Fig. 14.

In the upper left 
background you can 
see another 
mountain range far in 
the distance. So the 
team is high on 
another parallel 
mountain, with a 
valley between the 
hilltop they are on 
and the parallel 
mountain range on 
the other side.


