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The first honey wasp nest seems to be glued to a dead leaf or part 
of the peeled off outside of the trunk of a palm or banana tree, 
instead of hanging down from a twig or vine or other plant part.

The honeycomb cells of this wasp nest also seem to have possible 
eggs in themτbut that is an estimate, since I have never before 
seen web pages or articles that show what the eggs of a 
Guatemalan wasp look like inside a honeycomb. I estimate this 
nest is of Polybia plebeja.

This nest was photographed by Franklin Xol and also by Byron 
Pacay, on the late morning of March 7, 2025, in Finca Tres Valles, 
Alta Verapaz, Guatemala. Finca Tres Valles is in the Municipio de 
Senahu, about 27 kilometers from the town of Senahu. Senaida Ba 
Mucu assisted with field trip organization and guides, since she 
has lived in this area for two decades.

One additional wasp nest was found and photographed an hour 
later. This second nest we have not yet identified the species.

This field trip was from March 3rd to March 7th, in the 
mountainous Senahu area of Alta Verapaz. Enough honey wasp 
nests were found to produce several FLAAR Reports.

Introduction to the Honey Wasp Nests of two different Species, Finca 3 Valles area, Municipio de Senahu, Alta Verapaz

Fig. 1.



11:18am, 
photo by 
Franklin 
Xol, March 
7, 2025.

As usual, 
wasps are 
all over the 
outside of 
the nest. 

All these 
wasps on 
the outside 
have their 
wings 
raised up 
diagonally.

Fig. 2.



Finca Tres Valles, Alta Verapaz.

The wasps this morning have three 
rows of yellow color around their black 
abdomen. 

This nice photo by Franklin Xol even 
shows the details of the wings.

11:18am. 

The wasp on the next page was 
photographed at 12:45 and would help 
to have a wasp entomologist conclude 
whether or not this is a different 
species.

Fig. 3.



JPG photo by Franklin Xol processed in RAW mode by Nicholas Hellmuth.

The wasp on the previous page was from the nest photographed at 
11:18am. The wasp shown on the present page was photographed on 
another nest at 12:45pm. Both nests are in the area of Finca Tres Valles, 
Municipio de Senahu, Departamento de Alta Verapaz, Guatemala.

This angle of view allows you to see that this other wasp species has four 
thin bands of yellow color around its abdomen.

12:45pm, Finca Tres Valles

Fig. 4.



Now we return to 
the wasp nest 
found at 11:18am.

The wasps here 
have one yellow 
band of medium 
width and one 
yellow band that is 
so narrow that 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
notice it (unless 
you know it should 
be there for this 
species).

There is also a 
yellow band at the 
start of the 
abdomen. So I 
estimate this is 
Polybia plebeja.

Photo by Franklin 
Xol.

Fig. 5.



11:19am, March 7, 2025, photo by Franklin Xol.

This photo helps you 
notice that the honey-
combs in this nest are 
verticalτnot horizontal. 
And, these honeycomb 
layers wander down the 
sides and even seem to 
turn down around 
towards the bottom of 
the nest.

11:17am, 
photo by 
Byron 
Pacay.

Fig. 6, a and b.



11:17am

Photo by 
Byron 
Pacay.

The out-
side of 
the nest 
is a 
slightly 
different 
color 
than the 
inside.

Fig. 7, 
a and b.



No long stinger visible on the 
wasp of the lower middle.

These wasps have two rings of 
yellow around their abdomen. 
One possibility is that these 
are Polybia plebeja.

But the other wasps, 
photographed an hour later, 
have four yellow rings around 
their abdomen, so are 
probably a different species.

11:20am.

Fig. 8.



Again, no long stinger visible.

This wasp nest seems to be 
attached to this giant dead leaf 
of the plant part that peels off 
the trunk of banana trees and 
some palms. So this nest is not 
hanging from a twig. Most 
Polybia plebeja wasp nests hang 
from twigs or vines or stems.

11:20am, March 7, 2025, photo 
by Franklin Xol, FLAAR 
Mesoamerica.

Fig. 9.



Fig. 10.



11:22am, Finca Tres Valles.

LOTS of wasps on each layer of 
the honeycombs. How in the 
world can all these wasps keep 
track of where they are 
supposed to be, and what they 
are supposed to be doing.

And how do they keep from 
fighting each other as they 
bump into each other or are 
about to be crawling over each 
other.

Fig. 11.


