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North of Senahu, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala



Panal 6a, Finca Tusbilpec, Cahabon, 12:27pm, tall columnar nest



We photographed a nearly identical columnar-shaped nest at 10:47am on March 6th, 2025, 
along the highway from Senahu to Teleman (and published in that separate FLAAR Reports).

The tall wasp nest on March 18th was photographed near Finca Tusbilpec, towards Municipio 
de Cahabon, 12:27pm. So clearly there are lots of these columnar wasp nests in the 
Muncipio de Senahu and also in adjacent Municipio de Cahabon.

Until a kind individual can donate so we can acquire an 800mm lens, we do not yet have 
photos of the wasps that are making this size and shape of nest. But in the meantime, it 
would help to learn from entomologists if they can estimate at least the genus based on the 
size and shape of this columnar nest, already this height in mid-March.

We found an even taller columnar-shaped wasp nest at Posada Ecological Caribe, Arroyo 
Petexbatun, that is published on-line on our www.maya-ethnozoology.org website:

έ¢ŀƭƭŜǎǘ ²ŀǎǇ bŜǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŦƻǊ tŜǘŜƴΣ DǳŀǘŜƳŀƭŀΣ tƻǎŀŘŀ Ecologica Caribe, 
Arroyo Petexbatun, Municipio de SayaxcheΣ tŜǘŜƴέ ōȅ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ IŜƭƭƳǳǘƘΣ нлнрΦ

http://www.maya-ethnozoology.org/
http://www.maya-ethnozoology.org/
http://www.maya-ethnozoology.org/


Panal 6b, Finca Tusbilpec, Cahabon, 12:28pm



Panal 6b, Finca Tusbilpec, 
Cahabon, 12:28pm.



Panal 6d, Finca Tusbilpec, Cahabon, 12:38pm, on a vine



Panal 6d, Finca Tusbilpec, Cahabon, 
12:38pm, on a vine.

Understandably wasp entomologists 
identify wasps based on the coloration 
pattern on their head, thorax and 
abdomen. But we suggest that it would 
be super helpful for a biology student 
to do a PhD on wasp nest size and 
shape and which wasp species builds 
which size and shape of nest.



Panal 6e, 
Finca Tusbilpec, Cahabon, 12:41pm 



Panal 7, cross-roads to Tusbilpec, 12:54pm, glued to tree trunk



This is one of my favorite sizes 
and shapes of wasp nest. 
These wasps are Synoeca 
septentrionalis.

This is a perfect example of 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ άǿŀǎǇ ƎƻŀƭǎέΥ ǘƻ 
be able to identify a wasp 
species by the size and shape 
of its nests.

We found the identical size 
and shape of wasp nests in 
Macho Creek, Municipio de 
Livingston, Departamento de 
Izabal. Plus in front of the 
hotel El Sombrero Ecolodge, at 
the entrance to the Yaxha 
portion of PNYNN, Peten.

From these other examples I 
estimate that the bottom 
portions are constructed first, 
then the upper segment. The 
final segment at the top is 
ƻƴƭȅ άƘŀƭŦ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘέΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
closed in a few weeks.



Panal 8, center of Tusbilpec, 2:25pm, attached to a palm frond



Panal 9, Finca Dinelda, 3:27pm, white winged wasp 





These wasp have white on the 
end of their wings. Based on 
these being in Guatemala and 
having this size and shape of a 
nest, I hope a wasp specialist 
can suggest at least the genus.



Panal 10a, Finca El Plan, Alta Verapaz, 3:49pm



Panal 10a, Finca El Plan, Alta Verapaz, 
3:49pm.

This is another example that having 
an 800mm telephone lens for the 
Sony camera would help a lot.



Panal 10b, Finca El Plan, 3:54pm, March 18, 2025



I estimate that due to their 
similar size and shape, and 
because both are not far 
from each other, that both 
may be the same wasp 
species.

At the left, Panal 10b, 
3:54pm.

At the right, Panal 10c,
3:57pm.



Panal 10c, Finca El Plan, 3:57pm 


