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In addition to finding more of the many species of wasps that make edible 
honey, an additional interest is to find all the different sizes and shapes of nests 
so that in the future a student for MA thesis or PhD can prepare an inventory of 
all sizes, shapes, and colors of the nests of all the wasps of Guatemala and 
adjacent areas of Mesoamerica. So even if not all these wasps make honey, 
they still deserve to be studied, since lots of wasps are pollinators.

The easiest wasp to immediately recognize by the size and shape of its nests are 
the wasps that make their nests from mud, such as Polybia emaciata. The other 
wasp whose nest is very easy to recognize are the nests made in vertical stacks, 
one new nest on top of the previous nestτƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎέ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
columnar nest in the photo at the left. We found these nests in PNYNN, Izabal 
and Alta Verapaz. We have separate FLAAR Reports on each of these different 
architectural designs.

{ƻ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ άŎƻƭǳƳƴŀǊέ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƴŜǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
find more since not all will be so regular (nearly identical diameter all the way 
down). Once a helpful wasp entomologist can suggest that species builds this 
size and shape of nest, we can try to find more examples that are close enough 
so we can photograph the individual wasps to document their coloration.



As you can see, 
this nest is far 
away, up a hill. 
¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
slip and fall down 
the hill with all 
your camera 
equipment. So it 
would obviously 
help if a kind 
person could 
donate so we can 
have access to the 
400-800mm Sony 
lens so we can 
better document 
all these 
magnificent wasp 
nests.



Panal 5b, El Aserradero, 10:02am

Since Panal 5a was so high, to get 
macro closeup photos of individual 
waspsτto identify the genus and 
speciesτso the local vΩŜǉŎƘƛΩ aŀȅŀ 
guide, Manolo, found another 
panal. It was very small but by 
putting it in front of us it was 
possible to get good views so that 
wasp specialists could identify the 
wasps in the future.

Small nest with wasps that attacked 
and stungτnot honey wasps 



These closeup views should allow 
a wasp entomologist to be able to 
identify this wasp genus and 
species.



Photos by Javier Archila, cropped and processed in RAW mode by 
Nicholas Hellmuth.

The outside of this nest has a horizontal pattern that is very different 
than the rough or smooth patterns of nests of other wasp species.



These cells are much higher than cells of 
other nests.



It helps wasp entomologists and students when the FLAAR Mesoamerica team photographs from the front, from above, and from 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭƭǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘhere.



Very helpful photo so you can see the 
different areas with brown-gold and 
with black coloration.





Here you can also see the side 
of the head.



¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǊŀȄΣ άǿŀƛǎǘέ όǇŜǘƛƻƭŜύ ŀƴŘ ŀōŘƻƳŜƴτand head, to help recognize which 
genus and species this is.


