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WHAT IS A PROTECTED AREA?
They are terrestrial or aquatic spaces legally declared with the aim of conserving biological 

diversity and natural resources of interest.
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INVENTORY OF 
PROTECTED AREAS 
OF GUATEMALA

32% 
Of the territory 

and coastal marine 

areas of the 

countrys del país

347
Protectedareas



MANAGEMENT 
CATEGORIES OF 
PROTECTED AREAS

- According to the regulations of 

the Protected Areas Law, there 

are 6 management categories.

- FLAAR Mesoamerica worked 

on 5 of these categories in the 

Project: Livingston Biodiversity 

Documentation.

:œƚƥǟœɼŸƚɼ:œǋǋƥɼçĩǋǓǟǨƚɼɩLagunita Creek



What includes? Ẃ NationalPark
Ẃ BiologicalReserve

Description ǒ They are relatively large areas that have had little contact with anthropogenic activities.
ǒ They contain ecosystems, species of Flora and Fauna as well as other resources of national interest in 

International

Prohibitions Ẃ Cut, extract or destroy flora, hunt or capture fauna
Ẃ Introduce exotic species
Ẃ exploration and mining
Ẃ Human settlements, except those necessary for research and administration

TYPE I



CategoryTypeI - Río Dulce NationalPark, Castillo de San Felipe ðDrone photo by Haniel López ðNov. 2021



Categoría Tipo I - Parque Nacional Río Dulce, Cañón de Río Dulce ðFoto de Dron por Haniel López ðMarzo 2021



What

includes?

Ẃ protected biotope,
Ẃ natural monument,
Ẃ Cultural Monument.

Description ǒ Its extent depends on the size of natural features, ruins, or 
structures.

ǒ They contain one or a few outstanding natural traces, archaeological 
and historical traces, etc.

ǒ They do not necessarily contain a complete ecosystem

Management 

objectives

Ẃ Protection and conservation of natural and cultural values
Ẃ Environmental education
Ẃ controlled tourism
Ẃ Scientific investigation

TYPE II



CategoryTypeII ɩ:ųƥŅƦƚɼ¬ĩŅųĩŅĩǓɼBiotope (El Golfete) ɩDrone photo by hĩƚŸœƏɼ¢ƦǈœȏɼɩJanuary2021



What
includes?

Ẃ Multiple Use Area.
Ẃ Springs Protective Reserve.
Ẃ Forest reserve.
Ẃ Wildlife Refuge

Description ǒ relatively large
ǒ Generally with a forest cover
ǒ Appropriate areas for the sustainable production of forest products, water, fodder, flora and fauna
ǒ They may present alteration by humans, but still preserve a good portion of the natural landscape
ǒ Public land and some private property

Management 
objectives

Ẃ Sustained production of water, flora fauna
Ẃ The conservation of these resources serves as economic support.
Ẃ Environmental and forestry education
Ẃ Nature-oriented recreation.

TYPE III



Category Type III ɩßźƥɼçĩǋǓǟǨƚMultiple Use Area ɩDrone photo by Haniel ¢ƦǈœȏɩFebruary 2021



CategoryTypeIII ɩßźƥɼçĩǋǓǟǨƚɼMultiple Use Area, Buena Vista ɩDrone photo by hĩƚŸœƏɼ¢ƦǈœȏɼɩOctober 2020



Category Type III ɩCerro San Gil Springs Protective Reserve ɩDrone photo by Haniel ¢ƦǈœȏɩMay 2021



What
includes?

Ẃ Natural Recreational Area
Ẃ Municipal Regional Park
Ẃ Routes and Scenic Byways
Ẃ Nature and Ecotourism Reserves

Description ǒ These spaces preserve natural features and species of Flora and Wild Fauna of interest.
ǒ They are used for educational and recreational activities.

TYPE IV



Category Type IV ɩôĩǈƦƚCreek Nature Reserve ɩDrone photo by Haniel ¢ƦǈœȏɩOctober 2020


