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• Mutualism: Biological interaction, between 

individuals of different species, where both benefit 

and improve their biological aptitude..
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• The "holo-epiphytes" or commonly called “true epiphytes” are those that develop their 
complete life cycle on the host, from seed germination to flowering and are unable to 
grow directly on the ground because in their early stages of development they need 
special conditions to germinate and establish (Casante, 2020).

• The "hemi-epiphytes" are those that develop a part of their life on other plants.



Primary Hemi-epiphytes: 

Initially they germinate and grow on the host, later they develop long roots that descend and make contact with the soil.

Secundary Hemi-epífitas 

They germinate in the ground and develop stems that rise adhering to the trunk of the host by means of modified roots. 
These plants can remain connected to the ground for a long time, but they can eventually lose contact with the ground 
and become definitively established on the host.



Philodendrom radiatum, Playa Quehueche, Livingston
By: Vivian Hurtado
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A capsule is formed containing 
millions of orchid embryos. 

When they open, they fall to the 
substrate and their 

development depends on 
forming unions with fungi that 

help them feed.. 
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FAMILY ORCHIDACEAE











FAMILY BROMELIACEAE
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